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The Southern Forests and Valleys are promoting Heritage Festival in the southwest - check out what 

Nannup is up to - 19 April -4 May 2025. 
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About the Heritage Festival 
The inaugural Southern Forests & Valleys Heritage Festival will take place from Saturday, 19th April to 

Sunday, 4th May 2025, bringing together the vibrant towns of: 

Balingup, Walpole, Nannup, Boyup Brook, Bridgetown, 

Pemberton, Greenbushes, Manjimup, Northcliffe, and Donnybrook 

A celebration of the region's diverse natural, cultural, and historical heritage. This exciting festival 

offers a rare opportunity for the community and visitors to explore and engage with the rich history 

that has shaped the Southern Forests & Valleys region. 

For the full program - https://southernforestsandvalleys.com/southern-forests-valleys-heritage-

festival/ 

 

Experience Nannup App 
Download the Experience Nannup App. The new mobile visitor information with attractions and 

business listings to support the Nannup visitor experience. 

With interactive maps, linked to the device GPS. The locate icon works without mobile data and 

allows users to navigate their location when visiting the trails and attractions. 

Nannup is rich is history  and a biodiversity hotspot with diverse flora in its National parks, state 

forest and along the mighty Blackwood River. 

Check out the information collated for the 2025 

Nannup Heritage Festival including 

• Donnelly Drive Tour  

• Historical Schools Tour 

• Nannup and surrounds history 

• Blackwood River Walk Trail 

• Four Aces 

• One Tree Bridge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__southernforestsandvalleys.com_southern-2Dforests-2Dvalleys-2Dheritage-2Dfestival_&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=-JtI42BRdei8GSpsHRSfTh7uCIfaTKhcUwCgd01u3eI&m=DFW3bIv7sBVsOX5fGYhV4yoVuzwInz63J5qjrW8_bH9zVQCQozjMc1KPWHH_wz6I&s=oqVdlw1_zhrJLMVRPPHUoEqE-Jf8P8U_N-OFJeQ8fAE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__southernforestsandvalleys.com_southern-2Dforests-2Dvalleys-2Dheritage-2Dfestival_&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=-JtI42BRdei8GSpsHRSfTh7uCIfaTKhcUwCgd01u3eI&m=DFW3bIv7sBVsOX5fGYhV4yoVuzwInz63J5qjrW8_bH9zVQCQozjMc1KPWHH_wz6I&s=oqVdlw1_zhrJLMVRPPHUoEqE-Jf8P8U_N-OFJeQ8fAE&e=
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Nannup ANZAC Day Commemorations – Friday, 25th April 
Dawn Service 

Location: Muster at the War Memorial 

Time: 5:45 AM muster for a 5:50 AM service 

Join us for a solemn Dawn Service to honour our servicemen and women. 

Gunfire Breakfast: Following the service, all attendees are invited to the RSL Hall (7 Cross Street) for 

a Gunfire Breakfast. A gold coin donation is appreciated. 

 

 

ANZAC Day March & Main Service 

Muster Location: Adjacent to the Bakery 

Time: 10:45 AM muster | 11:00 AM service at the Nannup War Memorial (Warren Road) 

Guests are welcome to lay wreaths following the official wreath-laying ceremony. 

Post-Service Gathering: After the service, join us at the RSL Hall (7 Cross Street) for refreshments and 

fellowship. A gold coin donation is appreciated. 

Road Closure Notice 

       Warren Road will be closed from 10:30 AM for approximately two hours to accommodate the ANZAC Day March and Service. 

Heavy Vehicle Parking 

            North Entry: Please park at the Information Bay. 

            South Entry: Please park at the Marinko parking area. 

We appreciate your patience and cooperation. 

Rifle Discharge Advisory 

Please be advised that a ceremonial rifle shot will be discharged at both services: 

    Dawn Service: 6:15 AM 

    Main Service: 11:00 AM 

Thank you for your understanding as we honour those who served. 
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Discover Our Town’s Military History – A Self-Guided Tour 
Step back in time and explore the stories of bravery, sacrifice, and 
service that shaped our community. Follow our self-guided tour 
through key military landmarks, each holding a unique piece of 
history: 

      The Avenue of Honour – A solemn tribute to the fallen, lined 
with trees standing in remembrance. 
      Marinko Statue – Honouring a local hero whose courage 
inspires generations. 
      War Memorial – A place of reflection, paying homage to those 
who served. 
      RSL Hall – Discover memorabilia and stories of veterans who 
defended our nation. 

Whether you're a history enthusiast or simply looking to connect with 
the past, this tour offers a meaningful way to explore our town’s proud 
military heritage. 

Check out the full tour details - Nannup Military History- Self Guided Tour ............................ 9 

 

 

Visit the Historic Nannup Bakery! 
From Medicine to Pastries – Nannup’s beloved bakery was originally a chemist, featuring a 
distinctive Art Deco façade that still stands today. 

While you’re here, explore the window display showcasing vintage kitchen utensils and Mix 
Masters—a static display of a bygone era. 

Take a stroll down the charming main street of Nannup and discover a delightful mix of local 
businesses waiting to surprise you. From unique gifts and handcrafted treasures to delicious 
local produce and artisan creations, there's something for everyone. 

Whether you're looking for a special keepsake, a taste of the region, or simply a warm and 
welcoming atmosphere, Nannup’s hidden gems are sure to delight. Come explore, shop, and 
experience the magic of this beautiful town! 

 

Heritage Festival Special Screening: Night Calling 

      Experience the Magic of Nannup’s Natural Heritage on the Big Screen! 

Join us for a special screening of Night Calling, a breathtaking documentary by acclaimed 
WA filmmaker Sue Taylor. Filmed in the stunning Nannup and Margaret River regions, this 
film follows local ornithologist Dr. Boyd Wykes and his fascinating study of the elusive 
Masked Owl. 
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     Discover the beauty of Nannup’s ancient bushland, old-growth nesting trees, and 
incredible wildlife. 
          Learn about the Shire of Nannup’s Owl Friendly stance and how we can protect these 
magnificent birds. 

        Screening Details: 
Date: Thursday 1 May 2025 
Time: 11:00am – 1:00Pm 
Location: Nannup Community Resource Centre, 10 Warren Road Nannup 

 
 
Cost: FREE – Book online https://events.humanitix.com/night-calling 
 
         Stay after the film for a Q&A session featuring a Barn Owl from the Blackwood Valley 
Raptor Centre (Jalbarragup). Owl Friendly information will also be available. 

     Don’t miss this unique chance to celebrate and support our natural heritage! 

Step Back in Time at the Nannup Historical Society & Museum! 
      Explore Nannup’s Rich History at the Heritage Festival       

Nestled in the heart of Nannup, our 
Historical Society & Museum is dedicated to 
preserving and sharing the incredible stories 
of our town’s past. With a collection of over 
3,000 photographs and fascinating 
memorabilia, we bring history to life for 
visitors of all ages. 

🏛 Open Every Day During the Heritage 
Festival! 

Time: 9:30am to 2:30pm 
Our friendly volunteers are on hand to 
answer questions, share stories, and help 
with historical enquiries. Come and uncover 
the people, places, and moments that 
shaped Nannup! 

     Enquiries welcome anytime. Contact Tracy (Russell) King 0427 589 934 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__events.humanitix.com_night-2Dcalling&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=-JtI42BRdei8GSpsHRSfTh7uCIfaTKhcUwCgd01u3eI&m=b0aAmrBrXmwJ4RPIG8OxuFcsH6YXvKphRKbMuSf6nZEEhk-WCP_ImpfueXbfkMvu&s=ptQDxPmpOjFSJ24lf4fgTCyOndDIMiWBAocAd9feO4k&e=
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Nannup Catholic Church Centenary – 2025 Heritage Festival 
The Nannup Catholic Church is proudly celebrating 100 years of faith, community, and history in 
2025! As part of the Heritage Festival, we invite you to join us in marking this special milestone. 

Date: Saturday, 26 April 2025 
Time:10:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

Location: Nannup Catholic Church 

 

Step inside this cherished place of worship, enjoy 
a cuppa, and take a walk-through history. We’d 
love to hear from those who have been part of the 
church’s journey—your stories and experiences 
will help us create a heartfelt centenary collection. 

 

Come along, celebrate with us, and be part of this 
once-in-a-lifetime occasion!  
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A Living Heritage – A Whole Town of History & Stories

 

Discover the Bunnings Donnelly Timber Mill story at the Friends of Donnelly Village 
Museum, located in the Old School at Donnelly River Village. Step into the past and experience 
life in a 1950s-70s company town! 

           Wander through the colorful mill houses, now charming accommodations along a horseshoe-
shaped road. 

     Explore the Heritage Trail and visit Jack’s Shack. 

Grab a Heritage Trail brochure from the General Store or Museum 

        Meet the friendly resident wildlife. 

           Grab a coffee at the General Store before your adventure. 

 

      The Friends of Donnelly Village Museum is open daily from 9 AM – 4:30 PM. 
      Ask for the key at the General Store and start your journey through history! 
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Uncovering Nannup’s Past: A Journey Through History and Legacy 
By the Friends of the Cemetery and Nannup Library 

Nannup is a town rich in history, where every street, building, and landmark carries the echoes of the 

past. But some of the most compelling stories lie beyond the grave—etched in the headstones of 

those who shaped this community. 

Uncovering Nannup’s Past: Stories Beyond the Grave 
      Location: Nannup Library 

        Date: From 22 April – 4 May 2025 (Closed public Holidays) 

         Time: Monday – Friday 9:00 – 4:00pm (except Thursday from 11:00am – 4:00pm) 

Step into the past at the Nannup Library with a fascinating exhibition that delves into the personal 

stories of the pioneers, settlers, and families who shaped Nannup. Through carefully curated 

photographs, archival records, and written histories, discover the resilience, triumphs, and hardships 

of those who called this town home. 

This exhibition is a unique opportunity to explore the names and faces behind Nannup’s rich history, 

making connections between past and present. Some visitors may even uncover stories of their own 

ancestors! 

      Highlights of the Exhibition: 

✔ Archival photographs & records of early settlers 

✔ Personal stories of hardship, adventure, and perseverance 

✔ A look into the families that helped shape Nannup 

This exhibition runs as part of the 2025 Heritage Festival and is free for all to explore. 

Unveiling Nannup’s Cemetery Stories 

      Location: Nannup Cemetery 

        Date: Anytime 

         Time: at your leisure 

Visit the Nannup Cemetery, where history comes to life through 

stories, restoration efforts, and an exciting new digital project. 

    Cemetery Map & QR Code Project – Discover the newly 

launched Cemetery Map & QR Code Project, making it easier 

than ever to explore the resting places of Nannup’s forebears. 

With a quick scan of a QR code, visitors can instantly access life 

stories and historical details of those buried here. 

    A Place of Remembrance – Thanks to dedicated volunteers, 

the cemetery has undergone restoration, ensuring it remains a 

peaceful, dignified space. A newly installed gazebo offers a quiet 

place for reflection. 
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      Points of Interest at the Cemetery: 

✔ Pioneer Resting Place – Established in 1908, the cemetery holds the memories of Nannup’s first 

settlers. 

✔ The First Burial – Young Robert Belmont Bower was the first recorded burial in 1908. 

✔ Familiar Names – Many local family names are etched in stone, a testament to Nannup’s enduring 

community. 

✔ Local Hero Remembered – Learn about Marinko Tomas (1945–1966), Nannup’s young soldier who 

became Western Australia’s first national serviceman lost in the Vietnam War. 

Come walk among history, pay your respects, and experience this meaningful connection to 

Nannup’s past. 

 

Nannup Military History- Self Guided Tour 
RSL Nannup Sub Branch  

(Enquiries to Vicki Hansen, Secretary RSL 0417974345) 

This is intended as a self-guided tour. On the 25 April, ANZAC 
Day, community members and visitors are invited to join 
Veterans and RSL Members at both the Dawn Service and 
Main Parade and Service at 1100. You are invited to light lunch 
and fellowship back at the RSL on completion. Hosted tours of 
the RSL hall and memorabilia will be available on Saturday 26 
April and Sunday 27 April 2025 between 1000hr – 1400hr. 

Nannup’s war history begins when the first of our young men joined the military services 
for World War 1 in 1914.  

• War Memorial 
               Warren Road opposite Nannup Hotel 

• Timber Town Remembers Art Work  
Recognition of the centenary of Armistice Day 
War Memorial Park 

• RSL Hall 
7 Cross Street, Turn right off Warren Road at Catholic Church 

• Avenue of Honour 
Higgins Street 
Turn right off Warren Street adjacent to Golf Club Marinko Tomas Statue 
Warren Road at Marinko Playground and park 

• Marinko Tomas Grave Site 
Nannup Cemetery  LC19 
In main gate turn left, third row, 19 along 
Commonwealth War Grave marker – lone plot 
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War Memorial 

Warren Road & Forrest Street opposite the Nannup Hotel 

The Nannup War Memorial was originally erected to commemorate those who enlisted in the 
Australian Imperial Forces during World War One. The funds to build the Memorial were raised by 
the Ladies Committee and the foundation stone was laid by Mrs Kidd on the 24 November 1917. 
The memorial was unveiled by His Excellency the Governor of Western Australia, Sir William 
Ellison-Macartney in January 1918. The memorial of Donnybrook stone was engraved with the 
names of men from the Nannup District who had enlisted. The Memorial lists the names of all 
who served with a red dot to indicate those who died in action. The Nannup RSL is the custodian 
for the Memorial and current service members are selected as Wardens. There are 103 names 
inscribed on the memorial. A row of red roses stands as a guard of honour behind the memorial, 
always in flower in April and November for the main Memorial Services. The Memorial is lit at night 
and is a tranquil place to sit and reflect. 

Inscription:  Face One 

                       For King and Country 
                                     (Names) 
                                     1914-1918 
                                     Lest We Forget 
This stone was laid by MRS M KIDD as President for the 
Ladies Committee 

                                      ROLL OF HONOUR 
                                      24 November 1917 

                Face Two 

For King and Country (Names) 

Face Three 

For King and Country (Names) 

IN MEMORY OF THOSE WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES 

Second World War 1939-1945 

Korea 1950-1953 

Malaya 1948-1960 

Borneo 1962-1966 

Vietnam 1962-1972  

LEST WE FORGET 
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Unveiling of Nannup War Memorial   12 January 1918 
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Timber Town Remembers Art Work  
Recognition of the centenary of Armistice Day 
 
Opened on 11 November 2018 
 
On the Centenary of Armistice the RSL Nannup Sub branch unveiled this art work. It is 
dedicated to the men and women of Nannup who left their farms, homes, timber mills, shops 
and other jobs to represent their country in the defence of freedom and to those who waited at 
home and took on responsibilities of maintaining the community. The slabs of jarrah wood and 
saw blades symbolise the Nannup community and its sense of place in the bush. Etched into 
the first saw blade are images of service men and women and on the second saw blade their 
family, friends and work mates who waited their return. 
 
At the unveiling ceremony eleven large metal 
poppies bearing the name and date of death of 
our fallen servicemen from World War 1 were 
placed in front of the art work, their names are 
listed below. One hundred red metal poppies 
were made by one of our Local RSL Service 
members, these were  placed around the  art 
work to commemorate the 100 years since 
Armistice. 

 

Honour Role of the Fallen of Nannup  WWI 

Pte William Faulkner     Clerk                       Western Front 

Pte James Green            Labourer                Western Front 

Pte Francis Fox               Labourer                Western Front 

Pte Edwin Moyle            Mill Hand               Western Front 

Lcpl Benjamin Blythe    Butcher                   Western Front 

Pte Frank Townson       Carpenter                Aute-Normandy 

Pte Patrick Kearney      Farmer                     Daours Picardie 

Pte Julius Moore           Labourer                  Messines, Flanders 

Pte James McAlpine     Sleeper Hewer        Bullecourt 

Pte Andrew Blythe       Farmer                      Western Front 

Pte William Boyd          Timber Worker        Gallipoli      
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RSL Hall 
7 Cross Street Nannup 
 
RSL Hall contains Memorabilia, photo history of 
Service Members from Nannup, Charter, Honour 
Boards showing the names of those enlisted from 
Nannup, Art Work and other items of historical 
interest. 
 
The RSL Nannup was granted its Charter on the 3 
May 1919. On 3 May 2019 it received recognition of 
100 years of service supporting Veterans and their 
families, at a Centenary Dinner held at the RSL Hall. 
Certificate presented by Peter Aspinal, President of 
the RSLWA. 
 
The land was donated to the RSL and the building erected by local members. The Jarrah wood 
was donated by Mr Nevermann from Nevermann’s Mill. 
 
30 July 1953 RSL commenced building of the Hall 
From Trove, Government National Library 
“At the meeting of the Nannup Branch of the RSL held on the 21 July 1953, the Principal item on 
the agenda was the commencement of the building of the local branch’s new hall. Plans and 
specifications for the building having been drawn up, and viewed and approved by members, 
these must now go the Headquarters, ANZAC House for further approval. When passed they 
must then be submitted to the Nannup Road Board for final passing. A sum of approximately 
700pound was already in hand and hoped to be augmented by proceeds by the RSL Annual 
Grand Ball.” 
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Avenue of Honour 
Higgins Road 
Turn right from Warren Street 
 
Remembrance plaques along this avenue of ornamental 
pear trees honour those Nannup people who enlisted in 
the Armed Forces and died in action. 
Eleven served and died in World War 1, eight lost their 
lives in France, three in Gallipoli. 
 
Seven of our soldiers died in World War 2; one on the 
Thai Burma Railway, three in Paua New Guinea, one in 
North Africa, one in Singapore, one in Perth before he 
was deployed.  
Two airmen serving with Bomber Command died when 
shot down over Europe. 
One soldier was killed in the Vietnam War. 

List of the fallen and date of death 

• Bertram John Wire 1/8/1915 
• James Mattinson 7/8/1915 
• William Boyd   15/11/1915 
• William Francis Faulkner 22/7/1916 
• Francis Henry Fox  4/8/1916 
• James Thomas Woolaston Green 29/7/1916 
• Benjamin John Blythe  10/11/1916 
• Frank Townson 15/11/1916 
• Edwin Moyle 3/12/1916 
• Andrew Blake Blythe   27/2/1917 
• James McAlpine 11/4/1917 
• Julius Moore 8/6/1917 
• Patrick Kearney 2/4/1918 
• James Edward Lawless 6/8/1940 
• Ronald Weston Roberts   7/2/1942 
• Norman Hurtle Charles McNess  17/8/1942 
• Thomas Boyce McAtee   2/9/1942 
• Mervyn Robert Donovan  10/1942 Burma Rway 
• Richard Henry Lyon   1/12/1942 
• Donald Robert McKelvie 1/11/1943 
• Joseph Edward Browne 28/5/1944  
• Wintfred Harrison  3/11/1944 
• Marinko Tich Tomas 8/7/1966 
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Lcpl Benjamin John 
Blythe 

Pte Andrew Blake Blythe  2595 

James McAlpine 

Faces of the Avenue of Honour 
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Julius Victor Moore 

Winfred Harrison  

Ronald Weston Roberts 
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Marinko Tomas Statue 

 

The bronze memorial dedicated to 
Lance Corporal  Marinko (Tich) Tomas, 
who was the first Western Australian 
National Servicemen to be killed in 
Vietnam War. 

The sculpture was donated by the 
Vietnamese community of Western 
Australia, and was established as a 
Nannup bicentennial project. 

The inscription reads: 

Marinko (Tich) Tomas Park 

Killed in action in Vietnam 

8.7.1966 

Opened by the Hon. A.A. Lewis M.L.C. 
5.3.1988 

 

Marinko was born in Nannup on the 6 January 1945. He was a 21 year old, sheep and 
dairy farmer working on the family farm in Cundernup, Nannup. He was conscripted on 
30 June 1965 and was a Lance Corporal with the 9th Platoon Charlie Company, 5th 
Battalion of the Royal Australian Regiment (5 RAR). He was sent to Vietnam and on the 8 

Patrick Kearney 
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July 1966 was hit by shrapnel from friendly fire while on patrol in Nui Nghi Hill (Phuoc 
Tuy Province). during Operation Sydney One.  

 

On the 18 August every year the RSL remembers Vietnam 
Veterans Day with a short service and wreath laying at Marinko’s 
memorial 

60,000 Australian served in Vietnam over the ten year period 
1972-1982 of which 3,000 were wounded and 523 died. 
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Marinko Tomas Grave Site 
 
Nannup Cemetery Warren Road 
Left side heading towards Augusta 
 
Nannup Cemetery  LC19 
In main gate turn left, third row, 19 along 
Commonwealth War Grave marker – lone plot 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


