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WARREN BLACKWOOD
ALLIANCE

OF COUNCILS
WBAC Climate Change Action Plan

Implementation Reference Group Meeting

Date: Wednesday 31st July 2024
Location: Shire of Bridgetown Greenbushes administration office, Council Chambers

Meeting open: 9.20am

1. Welcome

a) Acknowledgement of Country

Cr Tony Dean acknowledged the traditional custodians of the land on which we meet today
and paid respect to Elders past, present and emerging

b) Attendance:

Voting:

Cr Tony Dean, SON Non-Voting:

Cr Vicki Hansen, SON Matthew Tartaglia, WBAC
Cr Alexis Davy, SODB Kristi Davis, WBAC

Cr Tracy Lansdell, SOBG Cr Julia Boyle, SOBG

Cr Mike Christensen, SOGB
Cr Phil Kaltenrieder, SOBB
Alexa Tunmer, SOGB

Ann Bentley, SOM

Apologies for absence
Cr Donnelle Buegge, SOM
Cr Wendy Eiby, SOM
Claire Palmer, SODB

Cr Anita Lindaman, SODB

Discussion
e Attendees introduced themselves, sharing their roles with their respective local
governments and the WBAC.
Matthew Tartaglia was introduced as the new Climate Project Officer for the WBAC.
Cr Tony Dean shared that the Shire of Nannup approved the hiring of a sustainability
officer in their meeting last night.
o Looking at biosecurity as part of Nannup’s Sustainability officer role.



b)

b)

e Working group asked for a summary from Cr Tony Dean on his role on the
Biosecurity Council.

o The West Australian Biosecurity Council, established under the BAM Act, is
an independent advisory committee that reports to the Minister for Agriculture
and directly to Parliament.

o The Council's primary role is to provide advice on biosecurity issues, although
it lacks the power to direct actions.

o The Council operates with its own budget and meets several times a year,
including regional meetings.

o Recent discussions have centred on reviewing the BAM Act, funding
challenges, and potential changes to the biosecurity framework in Western
Australia.

o Despite its critical role, the Council faces potential downsizing or restructuring
due to limited public awareness and financial constraints. Cr Dean will provide
a power point presentation to Matt to circulate to working group.

Declarations of interest
None declared

Confirm minutes of previous meeting and matters arising

Minutes of last meeting 14th June 2024
Amendments:
e ltems 5, Shire of Bridgetown -Greenbushes part of application, not Donnybrook.
e ltem 11, resourcing discussions were in regards the CCAPIRG project officer.

Minutes of meeting on 14.6.2024 are confirmed as true and correct.

Moved: Cr Vicki Hansen
Seconded: Cr Tracy Lansdell

Matters arising
None declared

CCAPIRG project and group name

Consideration of project name
The group voted to name the climate project "Climate Alliance” under the Warren
Blackwood Alliance of Councils, and it will be referred to as the WBAC Climate Alliance.
Action: Climate Alliance Project Officer update all documents that refer to the
CCAPIRG

All in favour. Carried.

Consideration of working group name
The group voted to name the working group for the WBAC Climate Alliance project the
“Climate Alliance Reference Group”.
Action: Climate Alliance Project Officer update all documents that refer to the
CCAPIRG

All in favour. Carried.
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6.

a)

b)

7.

a)

Talison Application

Update on funding
After several emails with the Talison team, WBAC Executive Officer Katie McDonnell
discovered that Talison had mistakenly believed the WBAC was a governing body rather
than a voluntary council group. Talison staff are now contacting their sustainability
director to request a meeting on our behalf.

Action: WBAC Executive officer is following up

Scope of Talion’s sustainability-lead investments across different LGAs.
The Climate Alliance Project Officer requested each Shire to provide details on any
sustainability-focused funding they have received from local Talison investments:
e SOBG: Community groups received funding for energy upgrades, with a focus on
smaller groups like the Blackwood Environment Society.
e SODB: $3 million allocated for sports complex upgrades, expectedto be completed
by year-end.
e SOM: Ongoing application foradditional sports funding; limited sustainability focus.
e SOBB: Playground project underway; limited sustainability focus.
o SON: Secured $45-50k for solar panels at the recreation centre and town hall.

Commonwealth Community Energy Upgrades Fund / RDA WA

Application(s) for January 2025 round of funding

o SOBG did a combined grant with Shire of Augusta- Margaret River and Shire of
Harvey. Had issue will online application system. SOBG looking to apply again when
opens in January 2025. It is a 50% co-funded grant. SOGB looking at upgrades to their
heat pump.

s Alexa Shire of SOBG mentioned if any other Shires are looking to apply, they would
need to have energy audits done prior to January 2025.

e SOM intended to apply previously but didn’t have the necessary audit data to proceed
with the application.

Action: Climate Alliance Project Officer will add an agenda item for the next meeting

to allow Shires to provide updates on their applications and the status of their energy

audits

Becoming Waterwise Councils

Confirm which councils are part of Waterwise Councils program

e Water Corporation Waterwise Councils Program.

o Discussion focused on the potential benefits of becoming a Waterwise council.

e The Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes has been a waterwise council for about four
years.

e The Shire of Manjimup Agqua centre is Waterwise.

e The Waterwise program is a voluntary initiative for local governments aimed at
reducing water use in both corporate and community settings.

e The program involves signing a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), implementing
a water audit program, and fulfilling approximately 12 specific actions to monitor and
manage water usage.

e Benefits of the program include reduced water bills, access to improvement funding,

and water-wise training.
Actions:



Climate Alliance Project Officer will investigate further and advise the group on how

to proceed, assisting each Shire individually.

Alexa will locate the motion related to the Waterwise application for Climate Alliance

Project Officer to circulate to all shires.

Climate Alliance Project Officer to re-circulate previous created templates and a draft

motion.

9. Donnybrook Towns Team presented at WBAC meeting

WBAC board meeting has a speaker from the Town Teams who presented about how
the program empowers community groups to take action on local projects, such as
training individuals within groups to lead efforts like Donnybrook’s mural on a toilet
block.

While the program doesn't provide funding, it offers guidance and practical tips.

The initiative is active in several towns and could be a useful resource for local
sustainability-focused groups.

It was suggested that community groups interested in sustainability might benefit from
exploring Town Teams to support their projects.

A website is available for more information.

10. General Business
None declared

11. Date and location of next meetings

a) Friday 11" October 2024, Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes
b) Friday 13" December 2024, Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes

Meeting Closed: 11.32am.



