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OBJECTIVE 
 
To approve high quality tourist accommodation in the non-urban areas whilst 
conserving the rural character and primary production values of the District. 
 
DEFINITIONS 
 
Nil 
 
POLICY  
 
Introduction 
With regard to the broad objectives of this Policy the following specific 
objectives for the approval of tourist accommodation are: 
 

1) To minimise conflict between rural and non-rural landowners. 

2) To establish suitable guidelines and controls for tourist accommodation to 

ensure that development approval does not become a basis for future 

unplanned urban development with consequent demands on the local 

government for additional services. 

3) To establish suitable guidelines and controls for tourist accommodation 

outlining minimal infrastructure standards required by the local government 

for development approval to be granted. 

4) To encourage links between tourist accommodation and established rural 

pursuits so as to diversify economic base and retain development at a low 

key nature. 

 

As set out in Local Planning Scheme No.3, in particular in the Zoning Table or 
in the Schedules for certain land, various types of tourist accommodation can 
be considered in most zones. 
 
  



 

   

Guidelines for the Assessment and Approval of Tourist Accommodation 
 
In determining an application, the local government will consider matters set 
out in clause 10.2 of the Scheme along with Scheme provisions relating to the 
zone.  Depending on the site, key matters include: 
 

 traffic safety and impact; 

 access from a suitably dedicated and constructed public road; 

 servicing; 

 environmental impacts; 

 fire management and impacts; 

 visual impacts;  

 appropriate setbacks and buffers to other uses; 

 capability of the land for agriculture and rural pursuits; 

 capability of the land to accept the use, by reason of soil type and 
stability; and 

 density and scale of the proposed development. 
 

Standard conditions 
 
Standard conditions which will be imposed on Development Approvals for 
tourist accommodation are generally:  

1.1. The preparation of plans to comply with the Building Code of 

Australia and the issuing of a Building Permit. Demonstration that 

satisfactory arrangement can be made for effluent disposal. 

1.2. The design and materials of the tourist accommodation is to 

generally blend into the landscape of the area. 

1.3. The position of access to the development on to the public road to 

be located in a position and of a standard satisfactory to the local 

government.  This may require the dedication and upgrading of the 

public road to the satisfaction of the local government at the cost of 

the applicant. 

1.4. Provision being made for fire protection to the satisfaction of the 

local government. 

1.5. Tourist accommodation must be provided with a source of potable 

water for drinking and cooking purposes.  Development 

applications should include preliminary details regarding the water 

source, storage and distribution conditions or treatment methods 

proposed. 

 
  



 

   

Notes 
Prior to occupation of the tourist accommodation, evidence of water supply 
suitability must be provided.  In most cases supporting evidence of chemical 
and microbiological sample analysis, conducted by a NATA (National 
Association of Testing Authorities) approved laboratory will be required to 
show compliance with current Australian drinking water guidelines.  Further 
routine sampling may be required by the local government to ensure 
compliance with the Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1911. 
 
These are standard conditions and it is to be noted that additional conditions 
may be imposed on a development approval if there is a need to address a 
particular circumstance. 
 
Rating 
If the development of tourist accommodation changes the predominant use of 
a lot from a rural agricultural base to a non-agricultural base the local 
government may change the rating of such a lot from Un-Improved Value to 
Gross Rental Value. 
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